
DID YOU 
KNOW?
British Sign Language (BSL) is the
preferred language of over 87,000 Deaf
people across the UK. 

BSL is a visual language that uses hand
shapes, lip patterns, facial expressions,
and body language to communicate. 

Below are some important tips to help
both parties communicate effectively.

 

BE PATIENT
Deaf people are faced with
communication barriers every day.
Instead of shouting, or slowing your
speech just keep your voice at a
normal volume and pace when you
talk. This allows for better lipreading.

GETTING ATTENTION
It is part of Deaf culture to
tap, wave, bang the table to
obtain a persons attention
when they are not facing
you.

MAINTAIN EYE CONTACT

Don’t look away when speaking
to a Deaf person. Facial
expressions, eye contact and  lip
pattern are all important
components in communication.

LEARN BSL
Basic communication greatly
affects Deaf individuals. MeSign
offers Signature accredited BSL
courses for personal and
professional training.

MYTH BUSTERS
Sign Language is not universal; each country has its

own distinct sign language with unique grammar
and vocabulary, meaning that gestures can vary

greatly from one place to another.
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HINTS AND TIPS...


